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ABSTRACT: Entrepreneurship education is an important saluttiothe employment difficulty of university gradea by guiding
them to organize a new business venture. Entreprshi@ can be regarded as an “employment dilatwelping people to get self-
employed. However, the low successful rate in lrsgrventures of university graduates in China, sichrdegree, prevents them
from starting up businesses, resulting in failuremlarging employment through business creatiornsdive the problem, this paper
argues that it is very necessary for Chinese usities to introduce sustainable development ideasheéir entrepreneurship
education and re-orientate the education objectivestent and methodology of entrepreneurship diucaPS: This paper is
supported by the Humanistic and Sociological ReseBrogram of the Ministry of Education in PRC (Q&880030).

1. INTRODUCTION

Entrepreneurship education is an important solutionthe

employment difficulty of university graduates byidjng them

to start up businesses by themselves. Entreprdripuran be
regarded as an “employment dilator”, helping pecileget

self-employed. With regard to Chinese universitadyrates,
they have strong entrepreneurial awareness ancedbst their
success in enterprise is very low, which is provwsd the

research project: the Student-oriented CultivatMadel of

Sustainable Development Entrepreneurship—a study
Simulated Enterprise Experiment on Campus. Thearebe
group surveyed 1103 undergraduates from 29 prosiaceoss
China by questionnaire and they answered 27 quesstbout
university students’ entrepreneurship. The reselteals that
72.71% graduates considered starting up busine€2%b
graduates have started their business, 0. 91% apesiare
successful in their enterprise. In addition, theeech on
graduates’ enterprise conducted by University Studdfairs

Section of China’s Ministry of Education in 2009sls that,

among graduates’ self-opened businesses, 23% ai tre

well-managed with healthy development, 31.4% ofrtlare in

stable operation with a basic balance between reveand
expenditures, 24.9% of them is thinking about dwito

business or closing business, 20.7% of them haxeady

closed their business, nearly half of these entregurs are not
satisfied with their business situation[1]. The abdigures
indicate that graduate entrepreneurs usually laekoperation
and management ability of business in terms ofasuable

development. Therefore, to promote university stisle
sustainable entrepreneurship is an important dbgcof

entrepreneurship education at universities. Théizedeon of

that objective needs the overall reform of entrepteship
education, building up a new idea of sustainableeligment
and reviewing entrepreneurship education objecticestent
and methodology.

1.1.Research Topic

Reorientation of entrepreneurship education atamities in
the context of sustainable development strategy

1.2. Specific Research Issues

» To analyze the status quo, the existing problents taa
cause of current entrepreneurship education at azhin
universities, introducing sustainable developmeeas to
the entrepreneurship education at Chinese uniiessit

e To re-orientate the entrepreneurship educationctilogs,
content and methodology based on
development ideas

e« To draw wide attention to the cultivation of
entrepreneurship for Chinese university students

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

This research is based on the sustainable devetdpimeory,
which formed in 1980s. Lester Russel Brown, an Acaer

ofenvironmentalist, founder of the Worldwatch Inggtufirstly

systemically elaborated the sustainable developitiedry in
his book Building a Sustainable Society in 1981r Oammon
Future, also known as the Brundtland Report, frbe Wnited
Nations World Commission on Environment and
Development, published in 1987, defines the mearofig
sustainable development as: "development that nieetseeds
of the present without compromising the ability fofture
generations to meet their own needs [2]." This ndea was
soon recognized and accepted all over the worldhétUnited
Nations World Commission on Environment and Devalept
in 1992, 172 governments voted to adopt the progkgenda
21, which is a set of proposals for the furtheraatevorld-
wide sustainable development, thereby the worldrsrihe era
of sustainable development [3].

Sustainable development ideas, originated from ogicdl
environment focusing on the relationship betweemdmu and
nature, has gradually reached every corner of kcama
economic development, emphasizing the relationbbipveen
human and the whole society with more attentiord fiai its
development ideas and framework principles. The béllo
Higher Education Sustainable Development Orgarpnati
points out that given to different culture, econgrpylitical
background and local environment where the uniters
located, sustainable development has different mganand
contains different content [4].

Sustainable development ideas were introduced @itmese
higher education at the end of 20th century. Snatdée
development of higher education refers to the dtiite to
absorb the basic idea and principle of sustaindelelopment
and take it as guideline for the reform and develept of
higher education, featuring sustainable and coatilig
development and the control of the development ggeclts
connotation is to make the development meet baméeds of
itself constant development and the needs of sststhinable
development strategy [5].
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The higher education, as a main channel of cuitigatarious
talents in China, has accepted sustainable developideas
and tries to meet the objective requirement ofaaistainable
development. Its core step is to cultivate talestsstainable,
stable and coordinating competence. What is aimedn a
entrepreneurship education is to cultivate studeotmpetence
of integrating entrepreneurial knowledge, entrepteial skills
and entrepreneurship and make them develop in caiitg
way. In this way, students, when starting businean,face up
to problems, analyze problems and solve problemd, their
business can survive and develop.

3. METHODOLOGY

This research is conducted by means of literatutelys
deductive inference, and qualitative analysis. Bging
literature study, we have consulted papers andarelses
relevant to sustainable development theory andyaedl the
situation of introducing sustainable developmeneai to
higher education and the study status on it. Thialgductive
approach, it comes out that it is necessary tmdhice the
sustainable development idea into entrepreneurmstiycation
of higher education. On basis of that we analyzedkisting
problems and their causes by employing qualitatimalysis.
At last, guided by the system theory, we make aislgnd
inference, followed by the solution to the problems

4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Yang Yiyi, professor, head of higher education itost,
Shenzheng University, deems that sustainable dewaot is
both the starting point and the final destinatidr2bst higher
education [6]. Entrepreneurship education, impargart of
higher education, should absorb sustainable deredap idea
and re-orientate its objective, content and metlagjo

4.1. Education Objective Orientation - Highlighting
Sustainable Development Entrepreneurship

Lei Jiaxiao, professor, deputy dean of National
Entrepreneurship Research Center, Tsinghua Unfyemints
out that many Chinese universities have a vagentation of
entrepreneurship education and it is quite comniwt the
education often has the inclination of utilitarismi value. The
entrepreneurship education course for studentssteadbe
designed and organized like a quickie training seufor
entrepreneurs. The activities organized for theepméneurship
education of students is often misunderstood as
establishment of various kinds of “student’s startu
companies” and as the cultivation of “student bosBhis

“making the rice shoots grow by pulling them ups,described

problems such as personnel management, projectceshoi
market expansion, resource allocation etc. Becafitiee poor
management, many enterprises experience hard tames
suffer setbacks, even close down. The researchpghas
investigated 20 successful enterprises started riyersity
graduates from 17 higher education institutes ofbeile
province and found that these enterprises all eedfesetbacks
and difficulties in their startup and developmdnit it is their
excellent personality traits and entrepreneurdhgp help them
to get out of the difficult situation. It can beesethat the
enterprise leader, namely, entrepreneur’s subjectgources,
is the core element in startup enterprise, whicsukhbecome
the basic subjective of entrepreneurship education.

4.2. Entrepreneurship Education content Orientation
- Focusing on Entrepreneur’s Subjective
Resources

Enterprise resources are an important factor ferstinccessful
enterprise, divided into subjective resources aibjeative
resources. The former indicates the resources d¢hat be
obtained through training and development such as
entrepreneur’s entrepreneurial  spirit, personalityaits,
entrepreneurial knowledge, entrepreneurial ability,
entrepreneurial awareness; while objective ressumeans
policy, location, fund, education, information whic
entrepreneur are unable to control or possess wutitth@ help

of the society and other people.

At present, Chinese university graduates have nhaedr the
best objective resources in the history. Both tlentral
government and local government at various levalehssued
preferential policies, established venture fund dmiversity
graduates, set up venture incubation parks, heldersity
student entrepreneurship  forum, providing workable
environment resources for university graduatesdd sip and
develop business of their own. However, the sudckesste of
Chinese university graduates’ ventures is quite khwe to
insufficient subjective resources of entrepreneumd their lack
of sustainable development entrepreneurship, wimap result
from the misplacement of entrepreneurship educatidn
China’s higher education institutes.

The entrepreneurship education content of Chinesestsities
is mainly made up of entrepreneurship courses and
entrepreneurial practice activities. With regard tbe

theentrepreneurship course, it does not draw muchitaite in

entrepreneurship education and its course setumimsmat
preliminary stage, lacking systematization and cadization.
Many universities and colleges are keen on entrequngal

by a Chinese idiom, obviously does not conform the activities and practice, whereas entrepreneurshipse setup

sustainable development of modern society and ¢eauiveve
the sustainable, stable and coordinating developrirerthe
process of the graduates’ start-ups[7]. The saiutio the
problem is to establish the sustainable developmete
instead of the utilitarianism value in the entremarship
education objective, that is, to cultivate the aimgble
development entrepreneurship of students.

The sustainable development entrepreneurship reéerthe

knowledge, personality trait and capacity required

entrepreneurs in starting up and developing erig&Egr in

other words, the joint force of entrepreneurial \Wfexge,

entrepreneurial  skills and entrepreneurship, in clhi
personality trait and capacity play a core role.

From the perspective of the development of staeniprprises,
many enterprises are likely to encounter variousagament
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is restricted to employment guidance and careemphg. Only
few universities which are appointed by the Minjistof
Education as entrepreneurship education demormsireéinters
have more mature and regular courses such as Tsingh
university, Beijing University of Aeronautics $ Ashautics
and Renmin University of China of People .

Tsinghua University offers a series of courses teelato
entrepreneurship like Entrepreneurial Managemengw N
Product Development, Technological Strategy, lattibn
Property Right, Entrepreneur and Innovation, wHiatus on
the study and the cultivation of entrepreneurialnaggement
knowledge and skills. The entrepreneurship couo$éeijing
University of Aeronautics $ Astronautics can bessified into
three classifications: theoretical courses, prattourses and
comprehensive courses, mainly consisting of Enémegurial
Management, Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Véergur



Approaches to Entrepreneurship, Entrepreneurial leBib
Entrepreneurial Orientation (Company’s Enterpriad &alue
Creation), Career Planning and Employment Guiding f
Undergraduates, Entrepreneurship Basis
technological enterprise. These courses highligkt dverall
promotion of Entrepreneurial knowledge and skil&emin
University of China’'s relevant courses emphasizee th
cultivation of entrepreneurship and enterpriselskiluch as
Entrepreneurial Management, Entrepreneurship, Estaent
and Development of Venture Enterprises, Venturestment.

With reference to entrepreneurial activity and poag

participation in business planning contest and dingj the

enterprise park of university students have bectimemain

body of the practice. Unfortunately only few stutdecan take
part in the business planning contest, which malkescontest
gradually become elite education. In addition,dbetest result
is often related to student’s postgraduate entrameenination,
evaluation of the school, resulting in the contesth the

inclination of utilitarianism. On the other hantfietcriteria for
the contest gives more attention to the businemsnphg rather
than the business itself and the business planmiegents the
common features of “new technology, large fun, higdrting

point, big scale and fast speed” which seems stgzhifaom

the reality [8]. Moreover, the university entergrigark tends to
emphasize the site of place and fund, overlook eaken its
service function for the enterprises.

The above phenomena show that the current entreysmip
education at Chinese universities “is mainly lirditeo the
operation and skill facets, leading to the sepamabetween
entrepreneurship education and specialty educatiwh basic
knowledge education, presuming that what going usiress
venture requires is just the master of certairl skitechnique”
[9]. The entrepreneurship education completelyrictetl to
operation facet may lead China’s higher educatmragtray
and make talent innovation and entrepreneurshimusted.
This understanding and practice are more likelygtwre the
in-depth basis of innovation and entrepreneurshigp simply
regard innovation and entrepreneurship as skillapetation.

Therefore, it is very necessary for the entreprestep
education of Chinese universities to re-orientédeetucation
content, that is, to switch from entrepreneuriaht®logy and
entrepreneurial practice activity to the promotioof
entrepreneur’s subjective resources, namely, ttegiation of
entrepreneurial  knowledge, entrepreneurial  skill d an
entrepreneurship. In the first place, the educagiosition of
entrepreneurship course should be elevated, relyiaigly on
entrepreneurship course teaching and learning whiing
entrepreneurial  practice activities subsidiary, duse
entrepreneurial skills without the support of eptemeurial
knowledge cannot work properly or last for a lomge. In the
second place, the entrepreneurship course shouldebeip
systematically and scientifically. Based on the tanable
entrepreneurship structure, entrepreneurship csurbasic
courses and specialized courses should be propeegrated
so as to form a curriculum system beneficial toteiag
innovation and creativity. In the third place, epreneurial
skill training should not be taken as the sole ciye in
entrepreneurial practice activities. In additionfrepreneurial
practice activities are not only the channel oftigating
entrepreneurial skills, but, even more, the practitatform
whereby  entrepreneurial knowledge  convert
entrepreneurial skills.

into

4.3. Entrepreneurship Education Methodology Rerntaigon -
Emphasizing the Cultivation of Competence

Education methodology, namely, the technical meaiis
helping people to understand and explore educ#tieory and
practice and its law, often depends on educati@asdand

and Practicesocial value. China’s higher education, taken ascigfized

education, focuses on discipline system and pagstain to
the horizontal and vertical connection of knowledddis
value orientation is reflected in teaching methoticlv is
knowledge-infused and teaching-oriented, neglectitigp
cultivation of students’ competence and autonormnieaming.
Likewise this problem is also reflected in the epteneurship
education at universities and the students edudatéds way
obviously cannot meet the needs of society fortétents with
sustainable development entrepreneurship when isabta
development becomes part of the society. It is nirge re-
orientate education method based on the competataated
cultivation.

What are the characteristics of the talent withtanable

development entrepreneurship? He should be ablébeto
independent in his thinking, good at learning, aiadl in his

decision, unceasing in innovation, brave enougfate up to
difficulties and to take risks, which are good djied

entrepreneurs need to keep startup business sugviand

developing.

In order to meet the needs of the society for tients with
sustainable development entrepreneurship, entreprsiip
education methodology should adjust his conventitaghing
method, converting from knowledge-infused teachiragel to
learning-method-oriented model, from teacher's heay
centered to the effective combination of both téagk
teaching and students learning, from classroom hiege
centered to the effective combination of both adlass
teaching and practice training. The constructiveiced is as
follows:

First of all, it is importance of changing teaclseideas about
the function of teacher, from being an instructmatguider or
facilitator. Chinese famous educator Tao Xingzhiidsa
“teachers’ responsibility does not lie in teaching in teaching
learning, teaching students how to learn” [10]. &dgold,
world famous futurologist, points out that the fatlilliterate
are not those who are unable to read and writeHmge who
have not learned how to learn [11]. Thus, the teachs a
guider, should pilot students to observe and thidmselves,
to analyze things and to make judgment indepengleand
give them more encouragement and support.

Then, more attention is paid to promoting teachgusility and

to seeking more channels to develop the resourdes o
entrepreneurial teachers. Generally speaking, tsacher
engaged in entrepreneurship education should have
entrepreneurial experience. However, most suchhézacin
China do not have entrepreneurial experiences dmair t
relevant knowledge is limited, who are likely tongiify and
technicalize entrepreneurship training. For thebfmm, on the
one hand, the teachers should go to the societgngage
themselves in all kinds of enterprise activities, rich their
knowledge and experience of entrepreneurship afrarh
constantly attending systematical training cour€esthe other
hand, the school can invite successful businesswed
entrepreneurs to undertake some entrepreneuriattigea
course and to guide or help students with entrepneal
practice activities, which is an effective way take up for the
shortage of teaching staff in entrepreneurship atituc.
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5. CONCLUSION

21st century is the era of knowledge innovation sunstainable
development as well as the times of talents pushoaiety’s
development and progress. Higher education, ashédse of
cultivating various talents, should make full usé its
advantage in educating talents and provide qudlitidents for
the social development, in particular, the talemdth
sustainable development entrepreneurship, hencginglaa
vanguard role in sustainable society. In this cashina’s
entrepreneurship  education should adopt
development notion and re-orientate the entrepmshgu
education’s objective, content and methodology.
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